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alyssa baguss
visual artist

Remembering Diane Loeffler

from the Northeast Minneapolis Arts District Board of Directors
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Most of the Northeast
Minneapolis Arts
District board and
spouses were gathered
at the pass the torch
event when we heard
the shocking news that
Diane Loeffler died.
Stories and memories
flowed. She happily
participated in
community events of all
sorts, gravitating to art-
making whenever it was
offered. She worked
hard to address the

Support the Arts District
needs of her
constituents, and that

included adwvocating for

arts in many ways. She bought art as gifts and to fill her Your donation is tax
legislative office as our State Representative. deductible!
Well before her first election, she was one of the earliest
adwvocates of a community arts center, working on a model with Become a Sponsor click here
others that had progressed quite far. Her vision was that it be a for more info.

place that a non-artist would feel welcome, that art should be
accessible to all.

Diane Loeffler's passing, Debbie and Paul Woodward's
retirement, and Aldo Moroni's terminal diagnosis have reminded
all of us to value each day and mentor the next generation. We
don't always, in fact seldom, know exactly how to get there but
often "when a door opens, go through it" leads to the answers.

Featured Events

AldoThe Early days, history in NE

By Margo Ashmore
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The Walker Art Center gave Moroni exposure in a group show
when fresh out of MCAD, the Minneapolis College of Art and
Design. An article on his tile work for the Federal Reserve noted
that he arrived by train in 1972 from Chicago to attend the
school. He'd been part of the artist community at a building



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmmcTAE2LZfkPATih2wW-StHDHkB_-vMZD7Tjr9CSB0VmmXUFq-3ldsQ7a7GG6jRZdprLJ5APWtHhG_emDBXvWOkNdgPF33104fcvnXOcZGeuRFFkOW8bQQSXlWx515O6k1gaKyQeDUa3t425o79pAxmihGaeKdhlcmeDUFHL_B1RvFWmCrk4DoQb-MMeQySe9fgtD1ue4EYC6ez-kW7v1faRtSNxEUlCkcKQTziS62MlcqVVLr6fQX9YGYFqhBQ7bGFKffBIn3AXZHX4dyzqPoXz0shIRINuUItuNHS7HNW28EXM5mhplZ8PIDWGyDd66g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmiH46rLUaRXLLjfcoF0FQK-t46idkQnKR1KR5af14yArWzD36dgEIbrIOpzQFC3M9Mt4VHf382YMHyNhEw4kiK3ZSNaD0A5y8y15RdEWBsR9sZESLjX-OAO9IQVYPPf_xvkNNdHSg0nlHazVarXHBL8XHVz-EepjbvaLTb2Xu3XvI_-va0YZS3wFSQhMSByTtRilFrwSwuL8&c=&ch=

called the Skunkhouse immediately behind the Fed building.

In a 1982 article in the St. Paul Dispatch, Moroni is pictured
"balancing a son, a cigarette and a palette knife."The sculpture,
in wax at that time, was "The Tower of Babel," its pedestal three
boxes of empty Leinenkugel bottles.

By the mid-1980s Moroni was able to make a living solely
through his art and even gave one-third of the proceeds from one
show to the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation. "Art is often a
completely closed and self-serving world," he told Mary Abbe
Martin in 1985. "l think it is time to bring a new humanitarianism
to the arts... people just have to take action. There's a tradition
of alienation in the arts that's 200 years old, but there's a bigger
4,000 year-old tradition of artists being inwlved in society.
That's what | think should be revived."
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Aldo Moroni: M.EX Mesoamerican Experience and
Legacy Makers
Aldo's been part of the Eastside and Northeast Minneapolis arts
scene for a large portion of his 45-year career. His first studio
after having to leave downtown was in 1986 in the Olson
Building (which is now Q.arma, then an "industrial hovel") on
Quincy Street, living in a Northeast apartment, in a relationship,
having his first two kids.

He was working for Wilensky Arts in what is now North Loop,
when he won several big foundation awards and mowved out to
Awon, Minnesota for a year. "My wife [Sarah] got fed up, so here
| was packing my stuff up and back to Northeast. His studio
ended up in the St. Anthony Main area, "an empty building
almost to myself." A second marriage [Kim], a daughter, three
more sons, and a home in Audubon neighborhood... eventually
divorce.
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Aldo stayed inwlved in Northeast managing a gallery space at
the California Building and working on his Babylon project.
Growing up, his family was in restaurants, so "that was always
the fallback," at any time there weren't enough public or private
commissions, theater set projects or teaching gigs. "l could
always tend bar. And my friends would come drink at my bar."
Aldo now lives at the A-Mill lofts where The Journal writer Susan
Schaefer dubbed him its "undisputed dean."

"It's my dream version of Minneapolis, really, all the way up the
river; it's way cooler than the lakes," Moroni said. In 2016,
shortly after the building opened, he organized a handful of other
artists to join him in opening their residences to the Minneapolis
& Saint Paul Home Tour. The location topped the attendance
charts. Anytime he's around, he'll happily give tours. Part of his
joy at A-Mill is having his youngest, his twin adult sons with
him.

In the early 2000s, Marcy Holmes neighborhood commissioned
Moroni's series of 23 bronze sculptures, the 6th Avenue Stroll
from University Avenue to Main Street, a project that took longer
and a bit more money than originally budgeted. A Southeast
Angle article quipped that the delay just made them more
historic.

His "Mill City Dance" at the Cedar Riverside Light Rail Station

was at first rejected and eventually installed in

2004 after a dispute over fabrication agreements was resolved.
For approximately half of the artists commissioned for light rail
projects, the process did not go as planned.

In 2017, Aldo received a Northeast Minneap

olis Arts District Vision Award. Moroni reflected to his friends
Nov. 1: "For me to be a part of this community, what a joy. It's a
real community

... you build it, and if you don't buy my art, buy somebody else's
art." In classic Aldo, he admonished, "but buy mine first."




In his Northeaster
interview, Moroni had this
to say, talking mostly
about the sentiment
building for establishing an
arts center, "To my
neighbors in Northeast:
take a chill pill, lighten

up, mowe in one direction.
If everyone were in a
conversation, you could
manage your own town.
Don't get yuppified beyond
recognition. The
opportunity is on the plate
in front of us.

"What a gas, to be here.
It's been a good ride."

Sign up for "Art 365" Today!

Art365 is a few weeks old. We have had many artists sign up
but we have a long way to go to achieve the Arts District being
open 365 days a year. This program offers both the public and
NE artists the opportunity to visit artists studios. Having a
guaranteed studio that will be open to explore the Art District is
important for arts community to get behind to being a year
round Arts District.

Thanks to the Early Adopters!



Lisa Elisa had over 40 people visit her studio
Rogue Buddha had a dozen people in.

Mercury Mosaics had 21 people come in throughout the
afternoon including celebrity visitors during kick-off festivities
November 1.

Sam Neisen from Exploration High School, was really jazzed
about getting to participate in making the mosaic they did for
Thorp Warp. It led us to incorporate making a cereal box
mosaic at the event we're planning.

Justin Hossle, Hossle Woodworks at the Holland Arts Building
had eight people for classes

Philip Hoffman sold a piece to a fellow artist who visited on
Thanksgiving.

Patty Canney, Dona Kos or Emily Gray Koehler had artist stop
by and visit there studios.

We've also seen an uptick in owerall likes and activity on the
Northeast Minneapolis Arts District Facebook since the
program started.

ART365 ART365

NORTHEASY NORTHEAST

MINNEAPOLIS MINNEAPOLIS

Three choices
Sign up
Today!

Pick a day for $50
or

mvonegarthesceond — ART365 ART365

half price NORTHEAST NORTHEASY

MINNEAPOLIS MINNEAPOLIS
------------

Get two days for $75
or  Hoyi
Pick 5 days for $100

Pick a day before the end
ofthe year and one next
year.

Click here to download the form and sign up

Pay by
PayPal or by check.

We want you to have your day in the Northeast Minneapolis Arts
District.

For further info: Margo Ashmore, Northeast Minneapolis Arts
District board member/volunteer at 612-867-4874.

Three Main Goals
of Arts District Planning



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmt-hp0QNR825t1yDb1jG49CZq2TQXY79y59x_wrqQpvWre28pqBz00cZw2FfCDs1-N0l0z-0kmNKZSVS0UUY3-EZ9-7IK9x7cJLeN0iGrP5QNnWw2EdQwB25p8U3mTCjCBzOsXQzBClNjnzHNFJDgztGE9LmUEfVYTIkq_eA_sh2VUl9e_8DW-dvT-sHeXwancwGJbgL35eiH8L9KeG7z8RjVZmE6ZL4qtGheFG3pBCCpGptixBMiguM80RJ6bwgwFA2nIwtBy4wlWmOPsHovpr6IXjsnpny7E9bydVG1Inib60H4SadOrbzi5AxD1TJnQPbQ6OMU8O2cnLiSB_To5-y935gnUIhGUhJXQlS_ZrTxkP7Bmla0A0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmt-hp0QNR825t1yDb1jG49CZq2TQXY79y59x_wrqQpvWre28pqBz00cZw2FfCDs1-N0l0z-0kmNKZSVS0UUY3-EZ9-7IK9x7cJLeN0iGrP5QNnWw2EdQwB25p8U3mTCjCBzOsXQzBClNjnzHNFJDgztGE9LmUEfVYTIkq_eA_sh2VUl9e_8DW-dvT-sHeXwancwGJbgL35eiH8L9KeG7z8RjVZmE6ZL4qtGheFG3pBCCpGptixBMiguM80RJ6bwgwFA2nIwtBy4wlWmOPsHovpr6IXjsnpny7E9bydVG1Inib60H4SadOrbzi5AxD1TJnQPbQ6OMU8O2cnLiSB_To5-y935gnUIhGUhJXQlS_ZrTxkP7Bmla0A0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmt-hp0QNR825t1yDb1jG49CZq2TQXY79y59x_wrqQpvWre28pqBz00cZw2FfCDs1-N0l0z-0kmNKZSVS0UUY3-EZ9-7IK9x7cJLeN0iGrP5QNnWw2EdQwB25p8U3mTCjCBzOsXQzBClNjnzHNFJDgztGE9LmUEfVYTIkq_eA_sh2VUl9e_8DW-dvT-sHeXwancwGJbgL35eiH8L9KeG7z8RjVZmE6ZL4qtGheFG3pBCCpGptixBMiguM80RJ6bwgwFA2nIwtBy4wlWmOPsHovpr6IXjsnpny7E9bydVG1Inib60H4SadOrbzi5AxD1TJnQPbQ6OMU8O2cnLiSB_To5-y935gnUIhGUhJXQlS_ZrTxkP7Bmla0A0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmt-hp0QNR825t1yDb1jG49CZq2TQXY79y59x_wrqQpvWre28pqBz00cZw2FfCDs1-N0l0z-0kmNKZSVS0UUY3-EZ9-7IK9x7cJLeN0iGrP5QNnWw2EdQwB25p8U3mTCjCBzOsXQzBClNjnzHNFJDgztGE9LmUEfVYTIkq_eA_sh2VUl9e_8DW-dvT-sHeXwancwGJbgL35eiH8L9KeG7z8RjVZmE6ZL4qtGheFG3pBCCpGptixBMiguM80RJ6bwgwFA2nIwtBy4wlWmOPsHovpr6IXjsnpny7E9bydVG1Inib60H4SadOrbzi5AxD1TJnQPbQ6OMU8O2cnLiSB_To5-y935gnUIhGUhJXQlS_ZrTxkP7Bmla0A0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmt-hp0QNR825t1yDb1jG49CZq2TQXY79y59x_wrqQpvWre28pqBz00cZw2FfCDs1-N0l0z-0kmNKZSVS0UUY3-EZ9-7IK9x7cJLeN0iGrP5QNnWw2EdQwB25p8U3mTCjCBzOsXQzBClNjnzHNFJDgztGE9LmUEfVYTIkq_eA_sh2VUl9e_8DW-dvT-sHeXwancwGJbgL35eiH8L9KeG7z8RjVZmE6ZL4qtGheFG3pBCCpGptixBMiguM80RJ6bwgwFA2nIwtBy4wlWmOPsHovpr6IXjsnpny7E9bydVG1Inib60H4SadOrbzi5AxD1TJnQPbQ6OMU8O2cnLiSB_To5-y935gnUIhGUhJXQlS_ZrTxkP7Bmla0A0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmt-hp0QNR825t1yDb1jG49CZq2TQXY79y59x_wrqQpvWre28pqBz00cZw2FfCDs1-N0l0z-0kmNKZSVS0UUY3-EZ9-7IK9x7cJLeN0iGrP5QNnWw2EdQwB25p8U3mTCjCBzOsXQzBClNjnzHNFJDgztGE9LmUEfVYTIkq_eA_sh2VUl9e_8DW-dvT-sHeXwancwGJbgL35eiH8L9KeG7z8RjVZmE6ZL4qtGheFG3pBCCpGptixBMiguM80RJ6bwgwFA2nIwtBy4wlWmOPsHovpr6IXjsnpny7E9bydVG1Inib60H4SadOrbzi5AxD1TJnQPbQ6OMU8O2cnLiSB_To5-y935gnUIhGUhJXQlS_ZrTxkP7Bmla0A0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmt-hp0QNR825t1yDb1jG49CZq2TQXY79y59x_wrqQpvWre28pqBz00cZw2FfCDs1-N0l0z-0kmNKZSVS0UUY3-EZ9-7IK9x7cJLeN0iGrP5QNnWw2EdQwB25p8U3mTCjCBzOsXQzBClNjnzHNFJDgztGE9LmUEfVYTIkq_eA_sh2VUl9e_8DW-dvT-sHeXwancwGJbgL35eiH8L9KeG7z8RjVZmE6ZL4qtGheFG3pBCCpGptixBMiguM80RJ6bwgwFA2nIwtBy4wlWmOPsHovpr6IXjsnpny7E9bydVG1Inib60H4SadOrbzi5AxD1TJnQPbQ6OMU8O2cnLiSB_To5-y935gnUIhGUhJXQlS_ZrTxkP7Bmla0A0=&c=&ch=

1. Continue to discuss who we are
as a community.

2. Continue to define the vision of
the next 10 to 15 years, in order to
drive the decision making.

3. Start a framework on how we can
finance the goals of the district. This
goal is only possible to discuss if
the other two goals can be met.

NORTHEASY

MINNEAPOLIS

ARTS

DISTRICT

Recent studies to consider reading:

1. The Creative Vitality Index 2018

Click to read

2. The Creative Vitality Index 2015 Update. Click to read.

3. The Creative Vitality Index 2014 Update. Click to read.

4. The Minneapolis Creative Index 2013 Report. Click to read.

The Northeast Minneapolis Arts District & the Arts District Committee is an outcome
of the Arts Action Plan.

"The Northeast Minneapolis Arts District Committee is comprised of interested wolunteer community
members, and is fiscally managed by the Northeast Community Development Corporation (NECDC).
Additional support has been provided by Northeast Minneapolis Arts Association (NEMAA), Clay
Squared to Infinity, Northeaster News, California Building Co.

Want to get involved? Contact us
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmv2ogGU9wPGlfIlE5bR3IzE0rq7XXywvW_2ghYojWgNnf6pliKh6-wJ6RV5Csvy837yWzE2vWqj1gtSl8iRazPiFy4b_6cnchnuSmomO2gILHbJqNuBkg3Xu4_d4iKF4vT8d-70OPN8UNaAWvsoVL_RW-TWnU4D3GoykzwI1qupwkZTRHLHVty55OtCAfjtZMBrUT9mGpewG&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xrzVCLfvm2CDAPJWqCHDMTMh_FnzR8RegVAyCehcf-qqAAVQH-rFmhoe1HLjm5RZ8CWzAcMBnQfvNIVx0rjhKkJ5mu4xEyXMhPrMiGc5EhlFTIX5fHAPUHpUUlVGsFuW71nOljpcsnF2LS1tZlUJz3Ft2hsGM8I4jDeTedVNakjqk_e-qtO6WjumFKqWfsAEFGl7cnJQXlF5joGJWpz0wqxoXsUx9fwfVfBH_VhttBkhR_I_0xF_T46nb0S-fCZxsnRJu7aRhuj7HopsB-lAmRmRP7ZkgS99W5thfC3XcqFquCx_TQXoAZoWXf-jXbM0_-gDe4zf6FZRywcFp5qriYtc0gT9nSjGdHMGemR4iVzmkAywRTbduJrVluUQ92PkDxqKjHHNzQGBiZC8oY1R9EovPv3mmUIbcudu8Ot3vaxwEOKLEeClTg==&c=&ch=
mailto:josh@claysquared.com

