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SPONSORS
1 The Anchor Fish & Chips
2 California Building
3 Casket Arts Buildings
4 Clay Squared to Infinity

5 Parkway Realty
6 Siwek Lumber & Millwork
7 Sip Coffee Bar and 
 Straightline Dance Fitness
8 Solar Arts

A page about artists and The Arts at Work by the Northeast
Minneapolis Arts District in collaboration with the Northeaster.

In an exciting new initiative taking 
place in the Northeast Minneapo-
lis Arts District, a who’s who in the 
world of art in the public realm have 
formed NE SCULPTURE I Gallery 
Factory, based at the Casket Arts 
Building. The steering committee 
consists of Alyssa Baguss, Neal 
Cuthbert, Ben Janssens, Mary 
Johnson, Ronald Kopeska, Andrew 
MacGuffie, Herman Milligan Jr., 
Peter Morales, Christine Podas- 
Larson, William Ransom, Peyton 
Scott Russell, Carissa Samaniego, 
Xavier Tavera, Amy Toscani & Jen-
nifer Young.

The group’s leaders tell us they 
were attracted to Northeast partly 
by the generosity of Casket Arts 
building owners John Kremer and 
Jennifer Young, but more impor-
tantly the existing network, the con-
centration of artists producing work 
in the Northeast Minneapolis Arts 
District. 

The steering group met April 5 for 
a visioning session in which more 
than 20 career artists and long time 
arts advocates mapped out ambi-
tious goals for sculpture in North-
east to be a substantial component 
of the Arts District, a concept that’s 
been part of neighborhood plans, 
the Arts Action Plan and Central Av-
enue plans for many years.

This is a very welcome evolution 
of the Arts District. It will instantly 
attract and retain talent of skilled 
artists and art advocates. Sculpture 
is one of the most visible art forms 
in the public forum. People can 
see it 365 days a year in spaces all 
around the world.

While there are many sculptors 
in the Arts District, the collaboration 
of these artists is what is significant. 
Collaborating is the spirit of what 
created the Northeast artist com-
munity. 

Equity is a big part of their discus-
sions and NE SCULPTURE’s mis-
sion. Many different voices with re-
spect to gender, race and age were 
included in the process.

From their early notes an injec-
tion of excitement and experimen-
tation is on the top of their list to 
accomplish. There is also a strong 
component of entrepreneurship and 
public/private partnerships. We look 
forward to seeing their work develop.

—by Josh Blanc, chair of the 
Northeast Minneapolis Arts Dis-
trict Board of Directors  

Meet NE SCULPTURE I Gallery 
Factory during Art-A-Whirl® at 
an event called Northeast Grand 
Prix,  at Casket Arts ‘Factory’ Build-
ing 1781 Jefferson St NE Friday, 
May 17th , 7:00 – 8:53 pm with fire 
performance at sunset organized 
and curated by Alyssa Baguss and 
Andrew MacGuffie, featuring their 
shared love of competition, spec-
tacles and all things that make life 
worthwhile. Brought to you, in part, 
through the generous support of the 
California Building Company.

Northeast Grand Prix is a strange 
brew of ongoing amusement fea-

turing multiple racetracks, parade 
fanfare, musical performances, 
sweepstakes prizes and a closing 
ceremony. 

Marching bands include: Chaos 
Combat Marching Band, The Mag-
nificent Edison High School Alumni 
Marching Band and the Silver Lake 
Symphonic Woodwinds Walking 
Band. 

Northeast Grand Prix is accom-
panied by an exhibition featuring 
The artwork of Mary Jane Mansfield 
& Jennifer Nevitt In the NE Sculp-
ture I Gallery Factory from 5:00 
–10:00 pm. Grand Prix guests are 
invited to stay for an evening of Art-
a-Whirl events happening through-
out the Casket Arts Complex. There 
are over 100 artists and arts-related 
businesses that inhabit the Arts 
buildings. Food is available on site 
by Asase YAA, offering global foods 
that include vegan and vegetarian 
options.

Art-A-Whirl
®

During

Music & Beer Tent 
SAT 5/18 & SUN 5/19

The Anchor Fish & Chips
302 13th Ave. NE • Minneapolis
www.theanchorfishandchips.com
for hours, band lineup & food truck

Sell Your House 
with The Arts  

District Realtor!
NE SELLERS, MENTION THIS AD 

AND 100% OF PARKWAY’S  
SELLING-SIDE COMMISSION 

WILL BE DONATED TO A  
NORTHEAST ARTS 

ORGANIZATION OF YOUR CHOICE!
[limited time, inquire]

CONTACT US 
TODAY!

501 22nd Ave. NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55418

Aaron “Mr. NE” Neumann
Broker/Realtor
aaron@parkway.mn
612-788-1284

BUYERS 
CONTACT ME TO  

BEGIN YOUR SEARCH
TOP BUYERS AGENT 

NE MPLS

Making Hot Buns Daily!
www.straightlinedancefitness.com

DANCE
BARRE

SIP 
BAKES!

IN THE KEG HOUSE OF THE GRAIN BELT COMPLEX
34  13TH AVENUE NORTHEAST

SIPCOFFEEBAR.COM

NE SCULPTURE | Gallery 
Factory brings new energy

The Chaos Combat Marching Band, which will be part of the North-
east Grand Prix at Casket Arts “Factory” Building during Art-A-Whirl,® 
is just one of hundreds of performances, open studio and visual arts 
demonstration experiences planned for the third weekend in May. 

Art-A-Whirl®

 coordinated by Northeast Minneapolis Arts Association 
is open Friday, May 17 from 5-10 p.m, Saturday, May 18, Noon-8 p.m. 
and Sunday, May 19 from Noon-5 p.m. The Northeaster will have more 
detail in the May 15 edition. Watch for the In Studio Magazine with maps 
and lists, and check www.NEMAA.org.

CLAY SQUARED TO INFINITY 
COOLEST TILE THIS SIDE OF MARS

claysquared.com
612-781-6409
M-SAT 11AM to 5PMThe third Bi-Annual Vision 

Awards is slated for June 4 at the 
Ritz Theater, 345 13th Ave. NE. 

Presented by 
the Northeast 
Minneapolis Arts 
District board, the 
Vision Awards 
honor stakehold-
ers who have pro-
vided leadership 
and commitment in the service of 
arts, artists and culture in the Arts 
District. Join us for an evening cele-
bration and stay for the afterglow at 
Rogue Buddha Gallery.

Vision Awards 
set for June 4

2536 Marshall St. NE 
NE Minneapolis 612-781-3333

siweklumber.com

Photos: Group photo includes 
Mary Jayne Mansfield, Andrew 
MacGuffie, Alexandros Lindsey, 
Peyton Scott Russell, Peter Mo-
rales, Tasha Hock, Philippe Gal-
landat, Amy Toscani, Tina Tavera, 
Xavier Tavera, Joan Vorderbrug-
gen, Mary Johnson, Herman 
Milligan, Jennifer Young, John 
Kremer, Alyssa Baguss and Ron-
ald Kopeska. Holding the sword, 
their version of a talking stick, is 
Northeast resident sculptor Amy 
Toscani. 

(Photos by Amber White)


