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by Northeast A.D. Board Members
On the stage of the Ritz Theater 

six candidates for Minneapolis City 
Council addressed an audience of 
65 on Oct. 16, and six candidates 
for Mayor spoke to 95 gathered Oct. 
17 for questions from the arts dis-
trict community. 

The questions were about how to 
keep artist work space affordable, 
how, if they take office, they plan on 
leveraging the arts district to reach 
its full potential and how to support 
and implement Arts Action Plan 2. 
They told why they are running and 
their personal experiences with arts. 

One of the values of putting on 
these forums for the candidates is 
to let them speak about their spe-
cific goals in reference to the arts 
community and Northeast. 

The arts district has become a 
huge financial contributor to the 
city. Many recognize that but few 
really know how it ticks. The forum 
raised consciousness with the can-
didates that the arts district is an 
unrecognized tool that the city could 
more fully leverage. 

The candidates all expressed 

there is a long way to go and 
praised the community for its work 
so far. The Northeast A.D. in fact is 
an economic and political engine 
and won’t allow ourselves to be 
overshadowed or taken for granted.

Forums like this make that clear 
to the candidates and future elected 
officials. Whereas it’s easy to take 
the arts for granted as not a com-
modity, this demonstrates clearly 
that the opposite is true. 

Mary Cassidy Holmers, Northeast 
resident and small business owner, 
said she is conflicted about the diffi-

culty of getting info that would make 
her “feel good about any of them,” 
and that education and affordable 
housing are all issues closely con-
nected with arts issues. 

Indeed, voters would be wise to 
look at candidates’ websites, attend 
other events, and read up as vari-
ous publications print candidate in-
formation in the week before Nov. 7. 

She’s already looking to the fu-
ture, that “runoff voting has diluted 
the power, there’s not a mandate 
of leadership. How are we going to 
unify” after the election?

Debbie Woodward, for 21 years 
the manager of the Northrup King 
Building, attended both forums 
though she’s not a resident and 
would not be able to vote here. She 
commented that through the forum 
she saw and met people “who have 
enough of a voice, and ideas, that 
I would like to connect with, wheth-
er or not they’re elected, and help 
make some of these things happen.”

The candidates made that con-
nection with many deeper thoughts 
on how they will engage and work 
with the arts community. This bodes 
well for the Northeast A.D. and over-
all community that after the election 
we will have two strong council 
members and a mayor who really 
see the value of the arts district. 

Note: The entire mayor forum 
 can be viewed at TheUptake.org.
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NE Calendar
One hundred fifty-five images 

came in response to the joint effort 
by the Northeast Community Devel-
opment Council and the Northeast 
Minneapolis Arts District (Northeast 
A.D.) to involve artists in the North-
east Calendar. The partnership 
vastly increased the number com-
pared to previous years. A jury of 
three Northeast artists, Nick Harp-
er, Aldo Moroni, and Annie Hejny 
selected the images that represent 
the 14 neighborhoods. 

Sneak peek: The cover image is 
a watercolor of 13th Avenue near 
the Ritz Theater.

See winning images 
during Open District

While the calendar is away at 
the printer, curious folks can get a 
slide show preview of the winners 
by stopping in to Studio 110 at the 
Casket Arts, 681 17th Ave. NE. 

AutumNE arts show
During Open District, AutumNE, 

Northeast Minneapolis Arts Associ-
ation’s members show will be open 
in the 3rd Floor event space at the 
Solar Arts Building. People’s choice 
voting is open, and see who the ju-
rors chose. For gallery hours, see 
www.nemaa.org.

Candidate forums raised arts awareness

Northeast Arts Insights

The Arts at WorkSM
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Major Buildings 
and Complexes
A Architectural Antiques
B California Building
C Casket Arts Buildings
D Grain Belt Complex
E Jackson Flats
F Northrup King Building
G Q.arma Building
H Solar Arts Building
J Thorp Building
K Waterbury Building

Sponsors
1 The Anchor Fish & Chips
2 Clay Squared to Infinity
3 Northeast Bank
4 Sip Coffeebar & 
 Straightline Dance Fitness
5 Siwek Lumber & Millwork
6 Smart Set

1Downtown 
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OPEN DISTRICT FALL CRAWL
NOVEMBER 2ND, 3RD, 4TH & 5TH

SOLAR ARTS BUILDING
711 15TH AVE. NE

Major art buildings in the district are in black, current page sponsors in red; both, in red and black icons and listing. For sponsorship info call Margo at 612-788-9003.

SIP BAKES 
HOLIDAY 
COOKIES!

IN THE KEG HOUSE OF THE GRAIN BELT COMPLEX
34  13TH AVENUE NORTHEAST

SIPCOFFEEBAR.COM

Join the Holiday Hustle Challenge!
www.straightlinedancefitness.com

DANCE
BARRE

Member FDIC

northeastbank-mn.com
Minneapolis 612-379-8811

New Brighton 651-529-1460
Coon Rapids 763-784-3533

302 13th Ave NE
(612) 676-1300

Open 
Tue-Th  4 - 10pm

Fri  4 - 11pm
Sat*  10am - 11pm
Sun*  10am - 10pm

Closed Mondays

*Breakfast only Sat & Sun
from 10am - Noon

DIGITAL CRAFT PRINTING
Our techs all have art degrees
BOOKS
posters 
POSTCARDS
Notecards
FINE ART PRINTS
and much more

SMART SET
smartset.com • 612.339.7725
TYLER ST., NE MPLS

BUY LOCAL
SHOP YOUR VALUES
Let us collaborate on 
your next project!

LEARN MORE ABOUT
LIVING IN AN ARTSPACE 

COMMUNITY TODAY!

VISIT US ONLINE
WWW.ARTSPACE.ORG


