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by Josh Blanc
Today’s teens grew up with 

the Northeast Arts District, 
from the discussions around 
forming it in the early 2000s, 
to its formal designation. 

A recent conversation with 
some teens about the North-
east arts community sparked 
an idea. I have two teen girls 
of my own. What were their 
experiences of growing up 
in the arts district? How did 
youth explore and discover 
the world that the artists cre-
ated in Northeast? Where did 
they hang out and what kind 
of interactions did they have 
with the arts? These four 
young people, now ages 16 
to 19 gave insight into a group 
that might be an “invisible but in 
plain sight” part of our arts world.

Meet Olivia, Daycia, 
Fiona and Elliot

The Thorp Building and in it, Di-
amonds Coffee:  Their ground zero 
in the early teen years, their indoc-
trination into the Northeast Arts 
community. Art-A-Whirl was born 
in the Thorpe Building. Maybe the 
energy and mystery drew them all 
to explore the creaky wood and old 

cut up building that houses so many 
artists and interesting characters. 
They hung out, drank coffee, and 
ate treats. In that process they met 
lots of artists who also chilled at Di-
amonds. 

Dan the Accordion Man (Turpen-
ing) was one of their favorite artists. 
He would talk with them on a reg-
ular basis. Whenever the studios 
were open, Fiona said, “we came to 
get free snacks and tried to get the 
wine but we never succeeded.” 

Many other artists would just let 
them visit their studios but not nec-
essarily engage them because they 
were busy working. 

Olivia shared a memorable expe-
rience; attending a concert of punk 
band Rainbow Bruce at the loading 
dock. They remember a dinosaur 
on wheels that everyone could ride 
until the head fell off. 

All of them attended Art-A-Whirl 
and commented it was a major ex-
perience for them. Their parents 
took them when they were small 
children. 

Around middle school they were 
off with each other or by themselves 
exploring the art community. The 
Northrup King, Thorpe, Casket and 
Solar Arts were all talked about as 
regular places they attended. Plus, 
it was easy for them to walk, take 
a trolley or bike over to these build-
ings. 

Some have started collections of 
art by attending art events. They all 
were excited and interested in the 
collecting process. Olivia said they 
are trying to collect local work by liv-
ing artists at least once a year. 

Asked about these experiences 
Olivia said, “recently Art-A-Whirl 
has so much alcohol it doesn’t feel 
safe anymore. So much drinking 
and drunk people walking around. 
I liked it before the brewery thing 
came in. It was more geared toward 
kids, now it is more adult oriented.” 

All of them lit up when it came to 
talking about food in NE. They said 
their favorite place is Chimborazo 
with Sen Yai Sen Lek, Uncle Frank-
ie’s, La Gran Colonia and Holy Land 
as favorite haunts, too. Mojo Coffee 
and the California Building has 
started to become the new hang out 
spot. They all spoke to liking the at-
mosphere and said more artists talk 
to them. 

Fiona said, “Everyone is an in-
teresting person. Seeing so many 
people in one place, I get to see 
so many styles. It gives me inspi-
ration.” Fiona, who also works as 
a studio assistant at Clay Squared 
to Infinity and for Sue Christensen 
Clayworks, says art “is the #1 inspi-
ration of what I like to be. People 
doing what they want to do instead 
of what they have to do. Makes me 
feel like I can do that too.”

Teens, on arts district

Northeast Arts Insights

The Arts at WorkSM
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Major Buildings/Complexes
A Architectural Antiques
B California Building
C Casket Arts Buildings
D Grain Belt Complex
E Jackson Flats
F Northrup King Building
G Q.arma Building
H Solar Arts Building
J Thorp Building
K Waterbury Building

Sponsors
1 The Anchor Fish & Chips
2 The Barber Sharp
3 Clay Squared to Infinity
4 Language Central
1 Maeve’s Cafe 
10 MCN6 
5 NEMAA 
9 Northeast Bank
6 Sip Coffeebar & 
 Straightline Dance Fitness
7 Siwek Lumber & Millwork
8 Two12 Pottery & Gifts

1Downtown  

Northeast Minneapolis 
Arts Association

FRI, NOV 11   |  5 -10pm 
SAT, NOV 12  |  10am-6pm 
Wander into open art studios, 

meet the artists that work in the NE 
Arts District every day. 

Mojo Co� ee Gallery will be serving 
food and beverages. 

There will be a fundraiser to 
support Bottineau Neighborhood 

Association with a ra   e to win 
prizes from sponsors all throughout 

the neighborhood. 

2205 California St. NE
californiabuilding.com

s i w e k l u m b e r . c o m

349 13th Ave. NE • 612-315-5985
Walk-ins always welcome!  Appointments accepted. 
Sun-Mon CLOSED • TWTh 9-7 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 8:30-3

View the Artist Directory at nemaa.org

 Northeast Minneapolis Arts Association 
Over 700 artist members 

working in dozens of mediums.

See them all.

Speak Somali, 
Spanish or Chinese! 

Also offering ESL; TOEFL; and Citizenship

                 wwwlanguagecentral.us 
2300 Central Ave. NE • 612-315-2058

www.straightlinedancefitness.com

SIP 
BAKES!

IN THE KEG HOUSE OF THE GRAIN BELT COMPLEX
34  13TH AVENUE NORTHEAST

SIPCOFFEEBAR.COM

Member FDIC

northeastbank-mn.com
Minneapolis 612-379-8811

New at 1135 Silver Lake Road NW
New Brighton 651-529-1460

Coon Rapids 763-784-3533

Major art buildings in the district are in black, current page sponsors in red; both, in red and black icons and listing. 
302 13th Ave NE
(612) 676-1300

Open 
Tue-Th  4 - 10pm

Fri  4 - 11pm
Sat*  10am - 11pm
Sun*  10am - 10pm

Closed Mondays

*Breakfast only Sat & Sun
from 10am - Noon

ART S PAC E . O RG

ARTSPACE JACKSON FLATS  
901 18 1/2 Ave, N.E., Minneapolis 

 
GRAIN BELT BOTTLING HOUSE  
79 13TH AVE N.E., Minneapolis

OPEN STUDIOS  
during ART-A-WHIRL  

and every 
FIRST THURSDAY  

from 5:00pm - 9:00pm 

CELEBRATING  
FIVE YEARS!

300 13th Avenue NE
Mpls, MN 55413

612.379.1033
www.maeves.com

THINK GLOBALLY 
CAFFEINATE LOCALLY

711 NE 15TH AVE MPLS

Olivia and Daycia


