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Say the word “Gentrification” and
you’ll get various reactions, from
passive acceptance, to rebellious
anger, to dollar signs. The North-
east Minneapolis Arts District (NE
MplsArtsDist) is at the tipping point,
and we need to take action now.

Over 100 residents, artists, and
community leaders gathered at
Solar Arts by Chowgirls on June
6 for the NEMplsArtsDist Board of
Directors public hearing on Creative
Sustainability. Informative—and at
times lively—discussion yielded a
number of critical issues.

How can we pull together to sup-
port and sustain our creative com-
munity?

Minneapolis City Council Mem-
bers, Jacob Frey (Ward 3) and
Kevin Reich (Ward 1) each outlined
their goals and means of support to
build on our current success and
avoid future displacement of the art
community.

According to arts advocate and
artist Aldo Moroni, artists need living
and work space that is clean, safe,
and supportive. Artists have made
a major impact on raising property
values in the Arts District.

The costs to restore and main-
tain old buildings continues to go
up. Debbie Woodward, Northrup
King Building Manager, empha-
sized, “Artists need to be intentional
about what they are willing to do to
support (the District).” Woodward
also mentioned the need for build-
ing owners who support and lease
space to artists to get financial in-
centives to assist in building repairs
and maintenance.

Myron Orfield, Institute on Met-
ropolitan  Opportunity, University
of Minnesota Law School, was in-
vited to speak about subsidized
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housing projects. Professor Orfield
questioned the viability of so-called
“artist lofts” and revealed that Min-
neapolis has a history of disband-
ing efforts to decrease segregated
housing and schools, especially
compared to cities such as Seattle
and Portland. Orfield also noted that
tax credits should be extended for
private developers who build afford-
able housing for artists. Artists need
affordable live/work space beyond
the current 14-year tax credit time
line. More information on studies
conducted by the Institute on Met-
ropolitan Opportunity is available
online.

Several key strategies surfaced
during the forum, including:

e establish zoning laws and tax
incentives for affordable live/work
spaces for artists and flex spaces
for larger short term projects

e establish a community art center

e raise the bar on artistic quality
through education, public recogni-
tion, and increased exhibition and
performance opportunities

e create a marketing strategy for
NE Minneapolis and the Arts District
to attract more affordable housing,
businesses and consumers to the
area

e create a gallery owners’ net-
work to improve marketing to po-
tential clients, particularly the higher
net worth art collectors

Arts District Board member Tom
Borrup cites a cautionary story on
how Los Angeles failed to protect
industrial space for artists, allow-
ing its touted arts district to be-
come little more than a high-rent
district. http://www.planetizen.com/
node/865587utm_source = news-
letter&utm_medium = email&utm_
campaign =05312016
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Creative Sustainability Forum:
The Next Step — It’s Your Move

Borrup warns that “It WILL hap-
pen here too, unless: 1) there is
strong action in public policy, and
2) major investment by the public
and/or nonprofit sector, or 3) [we ex-
perience] another major economic
downturn.”

“Strategies to get #1 and #2 to
happen include community/political
organizing, and building the case
through data and stories of how crit-
ical a creative cluster like Northeast
Minneapolis is to the broader econ-
omy of the region,” explains Borrup.

Josh Blanc, artist and Arts District
Board Chair, noted that the creative
sector is an economic powerhouse,
contributing $831 million to the Min-
neapolis economy (The Creative Vi-
tality Index 2014 Update).

What’s Next?

We encourage everyone com-
mitted to defining the needs of our
creative culture and sustaining the
vitality of the Arts District to form
working groups now and develop a
plan of action. Send your results to
info@northeastminneapolisartsdis-
trict.org by August 10. The Board of
Directors will review proposals and
publish a report on the next steps
forward.

Some sample questions for your
discussion groups: Who is our com-
munity?

How can we make the changes to
the Arts District beneficial to artists?

How can we work with property
owners, developers and Minneap-
olis city officials to ensure the sus-
tainability of the Arts District?

What is most desirable for artist
workspace? Examples: long term
leases, flex space, loading docks,
cranes.

What changes in the city zoning

laws would most support our cre-
ative community?

What changes in the tax abate-
ment laws would be most benefi-
cial?

How can art galleries in the Arts
District and NE Minneapolis be-
come more sustainable?

NEMplisArtsDist
Resources:

https://lwww.facebook.com/north-
eastartsdistrict/ http://northeastmin-
neapolisartsdistrict.org

Contact community leaders:

Jacob Frey, Minneapolis City
Council Member, Ward 3: 612-673-
2203 jacob.frey@minneapolismn.
gov

Kevin Reich, Minneapolis City
Council Member, Ward 1: (612)
673-2201 kevin.reich@minneap-
olismn.gov

Diane Loeffler, State Represen-
tative, District 60A: 651-296-4219
rep.diane.loeffler@house.mn

Gulgun Kayim, Director, Arts,
Culture, and the Creative Econo-
my, Minneapolis City Coordinator’s
Office, 612-673-2488 gulgun.
kayim@minneapolismn.gov

Brandon Hallstrand, NorthEast
Investment Cooperative (NEIC):
612-562-6342 info@neic.coop

The NEMplsArtsDist Board of
Directors wishes to thank the-
above-mentioned participants, as
well as Tricia Khutoretsky, Paul
Ostrow, Loretta Bebeau, and many
community members in attendance
for their contributions to the discus-
sion on Creative Sustainability in
the Arts District.

—The Northeast Minneapolis
Arts District Board of Directors
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Browse the newly-designed website, northeastminneapolisartsdistrict.org!

You'll find a map and studio building information, artist stories, News from the District
(our email newsletter archive), archives of the

Northeast Arts Insights page, and more

349 13th Ave. NE  612-315-5985
Walk-ins always welcome! Appointments accepted.
Sun-Mon CLOSED - TWTh 9-7 - Fri 9-5 - Sat 8:30-3

302 13th Ave NE
(612) 676-1300

Open
Tue-Th 4-10pm
Fri 4-11pm
Sat* 10am - 11pm
Sun* 10am - 10pm
Closed Mondays
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*Breakfast only Sat & Sun
from 10am - Noon
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LANGUAGE
CENTRAL
wwwlanguagecentral.us
2300 Central Ave. NE * 612-315-2058
Learn to speak Spanish!

Classes and conversation at 3 levels.
Chinese also available

ESL, TOEFL & Citizenship start anytime
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FIRST THURSDAY
CREPES ARE BACK
AUBUST 4/

Pottery, Art, Jewelry
and MORE

THANKS FOR
SUPPORTING
LOCAL ARTS!

WE’LL BE OPEN AUGUST 4-7!

212 13th Ave NE Mpls + 612-331-1556

www.two12pottery.com
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LUMBER & MILLWORK, INC.
MINNEAPOLIS JORDAN
612-781-3333 952-492-6666

siweklumber.com
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- Second Saturdays

2205 California St. NE

californiabuilding.com

First Thursdoys at

tArts

Open studios 5-2pm

681 17th @ve northeast
casketarts.com B}



